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RESPONSE 



Cfrtfn Objections 

Claim 1 vwb3 objected to because of certain Informalities. Claim 1 has been 
thereby rendering this objection moot 

Claims 1 and 24 are rejected under 35 USC 112. 1- Paraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for providing a non-woven fabric comprising 
elementary filaments derived from conjugate filaments does not reasonably provide 
enablement for a fabric comprising continuous conjugate filaments, wherein after 
subjected to a treatment, further comprises a first filament material and a second 
filament material comprising a Warrant skeleton that has been partialy reconfigured. 
Claim 1 has been cancelled, and Claim 24 has been amended to clarify the intended 
sc^ofApr^icarrts'dlsdosure. Applicants befieve these arnerrfmenta to sufficient to 
overcome the rejection and request that It be withdrawn. 

p ^/o/i ofaair* 1 - 10 under V> USQ 112, g Fsmmtl 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 USC 112. 2* paragraph, as being Indefinite for failing to 
point out and distinctly claim the subject matter that Applicants regard as their invention. 
Claims 2 - 10 are further rejected for their dependency on Claim 1 . Claims 1 - 10 
been canceled, thereby rendering this objection moot 
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^ 1 - 16 *e mjectod -der 35 USC 102(b) ea being antidpated by C*oten et 
,US Patent 5.800.7S5). Ctaime 1 - 16 have been canceled, there* rendering 0* 
objection moot 

rfrrt __„„^,7-m , „ fa .^^f^^^igCfqW 

0^17 -23 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) a* abated by or. mm. a.tema«ve. 
u ^ r 35U5C103(a)a 8 obv i ou S ave,Gro W e.a..(MSPa te n. 5 .»9 9 ,T66). The patent 
issued to Cretan at <-. teaches . no^oven fab* comprising very fine continuous 
laments of separate composKe mm*. The composite ataman* faming the 
etemerfary foments may ~mpr.se a polyeaer t po^rrtd. combinations auch as 
potyethytene terephthatate (PET) and polyamide 6. 

-pho E^ner contends that although Groten a. a., fail to e« atata ma absorption 
capadty d the non-woven fabric, it * reasonabte to presume that toe absorption 
proper* * Inherent to the Inventon of Grotan « a.. Support for the Examiners 
presumpBon to found in the use of ID» material and toe use ct like process such as 
separating corrpostt, ftaments Into etementary filaments, vm,* woutd reeutt * the 
claimed absorption properly. 

U addition, the Examiner argue,, the present* daimad absorption properttoa woUd 
obviously have been present once the Groten at at. produc* was provWed. 
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^ rasped draw the attention rf the Office to TABLE 1 found onpa^ - 

. aeMral ^108 treated under different cortdfflcos (add 
Applicants" process and several ramies 

...winn and exposure time) of Applicant*' process. The first 
concentration, base concentration, ana exposu 

llne rf data in the TABLE Indicates the abschency of the untreated fabdc as being 3.52 
„«,. By compare the fabrics ^ to add. and basic treatment condlbon, 
e*Wt an abscrbency that ranges from 4.30 mUg to 7.03 mi/g. 

submit that this TABLE conoborates me.r — *■ «- me prase* process 
M an ^venw* over the fabric destfbed by <*oten - * ■» »» ™ patent 
Furtherm*e. Oroten e, a, do not tea* as of tee .mtebons « ****** ***** 

fabric may be created. 

» me Examiner rajected me use o, the *» •separabk,- Such term has been 
removed to darify the intended scope of the Invention. 



For these reasons. Applicant 
be withdrawn. 



eubmlts that me rejection has been traversed and should 



fTrfrrlftn rf — " ^nWfflyW^ 

Cfelrns t7-23 are reiected under 35 USC 102(b) as onbotpated by or. In the alternative, 
unaer 35 USC 103(a) as obvious over Park et aL (US Paten. 4.460.649, The patent 
fcsued to ParK et a., teaches a conjugate fiber comprising polyamide and polyester 
havlnganlsterxHn^c^guraiton. Park el * tea* separating me outer comp«tente 



11 



, jkvo at m SOW* T* V***m * 



01013 

. 1VM .«1.:»«X..4 6 «»« MILL] KEN LEGAL DEPT 

Case #5415 

USPTO Customer No. 25280 

((OT1 ^ ^ cedents by tree** - rabric ^ «" ^ ^ 
resuKng microti are suited for weaving or » Into a fabric. 

The Examiner contends that although Park et eL fall to explicitly stats *a enhanced 
hydmphl Uc charade***. • * reasonable to pn-ne ** absorption property I, 
M^^-^-N*— ■ Support^the^spreaurnption.round 
ln „ a use of ,*a maiehais and the use of «Re processes, such as treatrnent add 
and ta3 e chemicals, which would result In the daimed absorption property. 

In addition, .be Examiner arrjues. the preeenUy dalmed absorpbon properties would 
obvious* have been present oncethe Park et at product wa. provided. 

Bocausethe Pa* et aL patent dee. not teach a. the Bmtaoons of Applicants' daime- 
th.t *. the spedflcauon of a nonwoveo fabric that mdudes potyestor having hydroyzed 

rejection to be Improper and request that it be removed. 
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CONCLUSION 

Having now amended the claims to darify the intended scope thereof. Applicants believe 
they have overcome the rejections of the Examiner. Accordingly. Applicants respectfully 
submit that this case Is In condition for allowance and courteously solicit the Issuance of 
a Formal Notice of Allowance. 



January 13, 2004 

MUliken & Company 
920 Mill f ken Road, 
Spartanburg. SC 29303 



Respectfully submitted, 



Charlotte C. Wilson 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration Number 45.224 
Telephone (864) 503-21 94 
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